444      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From Colonel Frank J. White to General Butter
Ed. Quarters, Provost Marshaf a Office, Eastern Shore of Fa.. EABTVILLH, VA.,
December BQth, 1864 [Not in chronological order]]
GENERAL: In obedience to your telegram received this morning, I have the honor to enclose the only order issued by me concerning an election upon this shore. This order was issued by me in obedience to what I supposed to be your instructions during my last interview with you at Head Quarters.
I also enclose a notice calling for meetings which explains itself. No public meetings of any kind whatever were either held or authorized by me upon the question of an election; all my officers were instructed to carefully avoid any discussion whatever upon the subject in order that the vote might be entirely unaffected by any military influence.
If this election had been held, the vote would have been unanimous for a military government.
Before issuing the order for election, I had held meetings at the principal towns on the shore for the purpose of encouraging the citizens to employ during the coming year the unemployed colored people of this shore.
At these meetings no other subject was discussed, and they had a very beneficial effect. I have the honor to remain,
Very respectfully your obdt. servant, FRANK J. WHITE, Lt. Col. and Provost Marshal.
From General Shepley
Head Quarters District of Eastern Virginia, NOKFOLK, VA., Deo. 28th, 1864
Major Gen'L B. F. BUTLER, Comd'g. Dept. of Va. & N.C.
GENERAL: I went to the fort to-day to see you but you had left. I enclose copy of letter of Secy, of Treasury to Secy. of War referred to me with copy of my reply to Secy, of War.
This action of tlie Secretary of War dispenses with military permits for importation into, or exportation from Norfolk of articles not contraband of war and consequently does away with the collection of the one per cent. I think he has made a
Respectfully, Your obedient Servant
G. F. SHEPLEY, Brig. Gen'L Com.